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From: d'Entremont, Simon P 
Sent: February 15, 2019 7:06 AM
To: James, Donald <Donald.James@novascotia.ca>
Subject: Fwd: Atlantic Gold
 
FYI

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Maryse Belanger < @atlanticgoldcorporation.com>
Date: February 14, 2019 at 4:57:09 PM AST
To: "Derek.Mombourquette@novascotia.ca" <Derek.Mombourquette@novascotia.ca>,
"lphines@ns.sympatico.ca" <lphines@ns.sympatico.ca>, "cportermla@eastlink.ca"
<cportermla@eastlink.ca>
Cc: "Simon.dEntremont@novascotia.ca" <Simon.dEntremont@novascotia.ca>,
"Braedon.Clark@novascotia.ca" <Braedon.Clark@novascotia.ca>,
"Kelliann.Dean@novascotia.ca" <Kelliann.Dean@novascotia.ca>
Subject: Atlantic Gold
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Dear Ministers,
Please see attached. I am available at anytime for discussions.
Thanks in advance.
Best regards,
Maryse
 
Maryse Belanger
President, COO and Director
Atlantic Gold Corporation
Phone:  
Mobile: 
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Dear Minister Mombourquette, Minister Porter and Minister Hines,  

We need your support. Future development and rural jobs are at risk. I am writing to you today to express 

disappointment and concern at the actions of the St. Mary’s Municipal Council and their approach to 

‘consultation’ around the proposed Cochrane Hill Gold Mine Project. 

To begin and as you are probably both aware, Atlantic Gold is a highly reputable and progressive mining 

company currently operating the successful Touquoy mine in Middle Musquodoboit, Nova Scotia. We 

currently employ over 280 full-time staff and 40-70 contractors at our site, over 95% of which are native 

Nova Scotians. Atlantic Gold’s successful operation at Touquoy meets or exceeds every safety or 

environmental standard from the federal or provincial governments. We are proud to have helped bring 

vibrancy back to a community in rural Nova Scotia and we are proposing to do that again with future 

mining sites at Beaver Dam, Fifteen Mile Stream and Cochrane Hill.  

Specifically related to the Cochrane Hill Project, we have been working with the St. Mary’s Council to give 

them a greater understanding of our company, our practices and the benefits that our proposed 

development at Cochrane Hill would bring to rural residents. It is acknowledged by the Council itself that 

they have no regulatory authority over the project. However, our staff have presented on multiple 

occasions in Council Chambers, liaised with Councillors individually and hosted a tour of our Touquoy site 

for the Council and senior staff to better understand the mining process to alleviate their concerns and 

hopefully, the concerns of some of their constituents. 

A few weeks ago, St. Mary’s Council hosted consultation sessions for residents living within five kilometres 

of the proposed site and specifically asked Atlantic Gold not to attend. We were not comfortable with this 

approach and made council aware of our concerns. As a show of respect to Council, we abided by this 

request as it was a closed session and any local opposition groups were being restricted access as well. 

However, this week (February 12 & 16), St. Mary’s Council has hosted what they are terming as ‘Public 

Meetings’ to discuss Atlantic Gold’s proposed mine at Cochrane Hill. With more than two weeks notice, 

Atlantic Gold informed the Municipality’s Warden (Michael Mosher) and CAO (Marvin MacDonald) that 

two company representatives would attend both meetings but only to listen to the discussion with the 

goal of addressing any concerns in future communications. 

On the evening of February 11th, the St. Mary’s CAO informed Atlantic Gold that at the request of Council, 

we were being asked not to attend the ‘public meetings’. Atlantic Gold wrote and called the CAO on 

February 12th to ask them to reconsider this request and informed them that we are of the opinion that 

this action violated the Municipal Government Act. In response, we were again told that we would not be 

allowed to attend. 

For Atlantic Gold, this is a serious matter and while we converse with your offices, we are exploring legal 

remedies as well. Atlantic Gold believes and encourages healthy dialogue about our proposed project but 

having one-sided ‘consultation’ sessions to which we are being excluded does not follow due process,  
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regulations and only moves to widen divides between residents rather than building consensus and 

understanding. 

In closing, I am making two requests of the Nova Scotia Department of Municipal Affairs: 

1. Atlantic Gold asks that an official communication be sent to the St. Mary’s Council and CAO to 

inform them that their consultation sessions of February 12 and 16 were in violation of the 

Municipal Government Act. 

2. Atlantic Gold also asks that the Province re-enforce to the St. Mary’s Council that they have no 

legal or legislative authority over this project and that, given their one-sided approach to public 

consultation, none of their actions or decisions will be recognized as part of the provincial 

government’s decision-making process as it relates to the approval of the Cochrane Hill Gold 

Mine. 

Although St. Mary’s Council does not have any legislative authority in the approval of this project, they do 

have a public forum to speak to residents. If one-sided, anti-development activist driven, efforts like this 

continue outside the rule of law, Atlantic Gold runs the risk of losing any public support and potentially 

the end of the project itself. Aside from having very negative impacts on our company, the loss of potential 

jobs and revenue to rural Nova Scotia would have a ripple effect for further investment by other 

companies in this area of the province. We sincerely hope that this is not how the provincial government 

would like the industry to evolve.  

I look forward to your response on this matter at your earliest convenience. 

Regards, 

Maryse Belanger 
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