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Submission by East Coast Environmental Law Associa7on on  
Canada’s 2030 Biodiversity Strategy 
 
Introduc*on 
 
In response to the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) that was adopted on 
December 19, 2022, Canada is developing a new naGonal Biodiversity Strategy. The 2030 Biodiversity 
Strategy will create a vision for prevenGng biodiversity loss in Canada and guide how the KMGBF will be 
implemented. The Strategy will be draMed in 2023 and will be informed by overarching principles 
including a commitment to urgent and ambiGous acGon; taking a comprehensive, whole-of-society 
approach; and seeking transformaGonal change.  
 
Before the detailed content of the Strategy is draMed, Government is engaging with Canadians to inform 
its development. Engagement between Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC) and Canadians 
began in May 2023 and will conGnue unGl December 2023. From May 15 to July 14, 2023, the 
Government of Canada opened a survey to seek public views and perspecGves to inform the 
development of Canada’s 2030 Biodiversity Strategy. The survey provided a list of quesGons and sought 
responses to those quesGons through an online portal. 
 
The following responses were submiUed by the East Coast Environmental Law AssociaGon to the ECCC 
public engagement portal on July 14, 2023. Some of the responses were edited before being submiUed 
to fit the 1000-character limit per quesGon. 
 
What are the key features of a successful 2030 Na4onal Biodiversity Strategy?  
 
The 2030 NaGonal Biodiversity Strategy should… 

• Be visionary, by embracing a vision for Canada that surpasses the Global Biodiversity Framework 
se[ng ambiGous targets and demonstraGng naGonal leadership in biodiversity conservaGon. 

• Facilitate a paradigm shi5, by posiGoning humans as part of biodiversity, rather than mere 
consumers of its services, fostering a deeper understanding of our interconnectedness. 

• Recognize Indigenous rights and knowledge by seeking to restructure laws, policies, and 
decision-making processes to recognize and accept Indigenous rights and knowledge as essenGal 
for reconciliaGon and by embracing Indigenous values and sustainable approaches. 

• Establish clear and measurable goals and targets and providing a framework for monitoring 
progress and ensuring accountability. 



 2 

• Include a formal coordina?ng mechanism involving federal, Indigenous, provincial, and territorial 
governments to facilitate collaboraGon, coordinaGon, and effecGve implementaGon of the 
strategy. 

• Introduce public-facing legal accountability mechanisms that hold governments at all levels 
responsible for meeGng goals and targets to ensure transparency and progress toward 
biodiversity conservaGon. 

• Priori?ze investment in policies, plans, programs, acGons, and acGviGes that halt and reverse 
biodiversity loss and divest from those that may accelerate loss. 

• Take an intersec?onal approach recognizing and addressing the intersecGon of climate change, 
polluGon, and biodiversity loss to allow for integrated soluGons. 

• Establish a comprehensive biodiversity educa?on program, spanning formal curriculum to social 
media that demonstrates the government's unwavering commitment to transformaGonal 
change to inspire public support and foster a sense of collecGve responsibility. 

 
What are the most significant challenges and opportuni4es to achieving the KMGBF 2030 targets in 
Canada? What successful ini4a4ves could we build upon? 
 
Significant challenges. At its root, progress is hindered by public inerGa and denial of the triple planetary 
crisis. Government inerGa and fear of poliGcal risk impede acGon and jurisdicGonal dissenGon 
complicates coordinaGon. Greed and financial influence prioriGze short-term gains over long-term 
sustainability, making government’s role in balancing support for entrepreneurial advances with 
regulatory oversight crucial. AddiGonally, resource-based economies such as Canada’s are resistant to 
change. Overcoming these challenges will require a collecGve effort, policy reforms, public awareness, 
and sustainable economic diversificaGon. 
 
Opportuni?es. The caliber of educaGon and scienGfic research capacity in Canada provides a strong 
foundaGon to achieve global biodiversity targets. Government can draw on this depth of knowledge 
found in government and non-government insGtuGons and through coordinaGon and collaboraGon 
facilitate biodiversity research, monitoring, and public educaGon. An engaged and commiUed federal 
government can drive meaningful acGon by mobilizing human and financial resources to meet the 
biodiversity targets and goals. Seizing these opportuniGes requires sustained investment in research, 
cooperaGon across government, effecGve, enforceable, and accountable regulaGon, public engagement, 
and leveraging significant financial resources to support biodiversity conservaGon. 
 
What measures should be priori4zed and implemented as soon as possible to ensure we meet the 
2030 targets and are on track to reach the longer-term 2050 goals?  
 
Establish a formal governance mechanism to coordinate all levels of government and ensure that 
biodiversity goals and targets are integrated into the mandates of government ministers.  
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Complete Nature Agreements with provincial and territorial governments to facilitate tangible progress 
toward biodiversity goals. The agreements should include implementaGon and enforcement of relevant 
provincial legislaGon addressing key biodiversity concerns such as species protecGon, land conservaGon, 
wetland conservaGon, coastal environment preservaGon, etc. 
 
Implement transforma?onal budget measures that enable both government and private sector acGon to 
meet biodiversity goals and targets. This includes allocaGng adequate financial resources to support 
educaGon, regulaGon and acGon and incenGvize iniGaGves that contribute to biodiversity conservaGon. 
 
Integrate biodiversity and climate lenses into legislaGon and policies governing program and project 
decision-making. This integraGon should extend to key legal frameworks such as the Impact Assessment 
Act, Clean Electricity RegulaGons, Pest Control Products Act, CEPA, and Accord Acts, ensuring that 
biodiversity and climate consideraGons are mainstreamed and prioriGzed. 
 
Develop a na?onal biodiversity law that ensures legal and public accountability for meeGng biodiversity 
goals and targets. This law would provide a framework for se[ng standards, reporGng on progress, and 
enforcing acGons related to biodiversity conservaGon. 
 
No target is an island: What overarching tools and solu4ons hold the most poten4al for making 
progress across mul4ple targets? 
 
Making progress across mulGple biodiversity targets requires a range of tools and soluGons. First and 
foremost, real, and demonstrable government commitment is paramount. Governments must recognize 
the magnitude of the crisis and demonstrate their dedicaGon through clear communicaGon, budget 
allocaGons, and tangible acGons. 
 
Accountability legislaGon se[ng out targets with clear accountability measures will provide a framework 
for progress by se[ng specific goals and holding governments accountable for achieving them. This 
includes regular reporGng on progress, transparent monitoring, and evaluaGon systems, and 
consequences for failure to meet targets. 
 
EducaGon plays a vital role in fostering awareness and understanding of biodiversity. Formal and 
informal educaGon programs are essenGal for raising public awareness, changing behaviors, and 
culGvaGng transformaGonal change. EducaGon should span all age groups and include curricula that 
emphasize biodiversity conservaGon and ecological literacy. 
 
CollaboraGve leadership is crucial for effecGve implementaGon; government agencies, indigenous 
communiGes, non-governmental organizaGons, and businesses, must work together to develop and 
implement strategies. CollaboraGve approaches can foster innovaGon, and leverage diverse experGse, 
resources, and perspecGves. 
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Financial resources directed toward meeGng targets are indispensable. Governments must allocate 
sufficient funds to support biodiversity conservaGon and restoraGon iniGaGves. These funds should be 
accompanied by clear accountability mechanisms to ensure transparency and proper uGlizaGon of 
resources.  
 
What addi4onal knowledge and enabling mechanisms (e.g., networks, policies) are cri4cal to inform 
implementa4on decision-making at all levels?   
 
Ongoing collecGon of baseline scienGfic data on biodiversity, coupled with aggressive and accountable 
monitoring. This data provides essenGal informaGon on the state of biodiversity, idenGfies trends, and 
enables evidence-based decision-making. Mechanisms to maximize the gathering, coordinaGon, and 
networking of grassroots informaGon are essenGal.  
 
On-the-ground stakeholders, including local communiGes, NGOs, and ciGzen scienGsts, play a valuable 
role in monitoring and providing informaGon on biodiversity. Establishing plaeorms for collaboraGon, 
knowledge sharing, and data exchange enhances the accuracy and relevance of decision-making. 
 
Accountability and transparency are fundamental principles in decision-making processes. Robust 
mechanisms for accountability ensure that decisions align with biodiversity targets and are based on 
scienGfic evidence. Transparency promotes public trust, fosters engagement, and allows for scruGny and 
parGcipaGon in decision-making, ulGmately enhancing the effecGveness and legiGmacy of implemented 
acGons. 
 
In draPing 2030 Na4onal Biodiversity Strategy what individuals’, communi4es’, or organiza4ons’ 
perspec4ves, knowledge, and skills should be meaningfully amplified to make progress on reducing 
threats to biodiversity? 
 
The government must recognize Indigenous rights and jurisdicGon and should engage in shared decision-
making processes, empowering Indigenous communiGes to parGcipate in shaping biodiversity policies. 
AddiGonally, formal mechanisms to recognize the role of Indigenous knowledge, pracGces, and 
stewardship is essenGal for sound and holisGc approaches to biodiversity conservaGon. 
 
Civil society, parGcularly the non-profit sector, holds immense knowledge and skills. Non-profit 
organizaGons focused on environmental protecGon bring valuable experGse and on-the-ground 
experience. Their contribuGons should be recognized and valued on par with similar services provided by 
the private sector. Strengthening partnerships between government and non-profit organizaGons can 
leverage their experGse, foster collaboraGon, and enhance the effecGveness of biodiversity conservaGon 
efforts. 
 
Meaningful engagement and collaboraGon with individuals, communiGes, and organizaGons will be key 
to ensuring the strategy's effecGveness and promoGng inclusive and sustainable biodiversity 
conservaGon. 
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What are the key human needs and values to be addressed to make biodiversity loss a mainstream 
concern? 
 
The key human needs and values to make biodiversity loss a mainstream concern are no different than 
the ones we have grappled with over many decades to make conservaGon and environmental protecGon 
a mainstream concern. A sense of interconnectedness and interdependence with the environment and a 
recogniGon that we are each individually part of the ecosystem that supports us is the crux. To get there, 
educaGon and awareness are key but to be effecGve government must lead aggressively on all fronts of 
the biodiversity crisis. 
 
By way of example, government decisions cannot ignore the effects on biodiversity when faced with 
other “more immediate” crises.  Destroying vast tracts of wetland for housing development because of 
the housing crisis or allowing deep sea mining in areas that are completely unknown to us because of 
the climate crisis are short-term answers that will have deep, long-term impacts.   
 
There is of course a need to connect humans to biodiversity in a more pragmaGc way, by illustraGng 
potenGal posiGve economic opportuniGes that will support livelihoods and engaging individuals and 
communiGes in acGons that can contribute to soluGons. 
 
However, the influence of government policy, programming and legislaGon cannot be overstated. It is 
always a mulGfactorial, mulGdisciplinary approach that leads to the most effecGve and lasGng success. 
The health of the ecosystem has to be the number one role of government – it must be considered at 
the forefront of every other decision.  Governments must demonstrate leadership, prioriGze ecosystem 
health, and adopt a comprehensive approach that includes scienGfic research, educaGon, regulaGon, and 
enforcement.  
 
What does success look like? 
 
Success would be marked by a shiM in human understanding, behavior, and values toward biodiversity. It 
would involve recognizing interconnectedness, realizing the unsustainability of current pracGces, and 
embracing a new and different relaGonship with the natural environment. It would include changes in 
language and terminology, moving away from a percepGon of managing the environment as a separate 
enGty and toward integrated approaches that recognize our role as part of the natural world.  
 
Government commitment, leadership, and policy alignment would be integral to achieving this vision of 
success. This transformaGonal change would see governments allocate resources to support and 
incenGvize regeneraGve acGviGes over harmful ones. Policies and regulaGons would be craMed through 
an integrated biodiversity and climate lens, considering the long-term impacts on ecosystems and 
prioriGzing conservaGon. Harmful acGviGes such as deep-sea mining, offshore oil and gas development, 
and industrial aquaculture would be criGcally evaluated, and alternaGve, sustainable approaches would 
be prioriGze. 


